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WE ARE THE KEYSTONES Teacher Resources


Activities: 

Keystone Species—Habitat Superheroes 
(by Katy Duffield)

Before reading the book, talk about how certain animals play larger roles in their habitats than other animals. Explain that keystone species are helpers. The things they do naturally help other animals in their habitat—so in a way, we could say that they are superheroes!

While reading the book, point out the keystone animals in the art. Also, point out and talk about the various animals that each keystone helps. 

Do a Google Image Search to find line drawings of some of the keystone animals in the book to print and handout to students. Ask students to think about what superheroes look like. Then, using crayons, markers, and other art supplies, ask students to transform their keystone animal into a superhero by adding a cape, mask, boots, a cool logo, etc. to their animal.

Then, to reinforce learning, ask: “Why is your animal a superhero?” “What animals does it help?” “How is your animal a superhero helper?” Students can look back at the book to help them answer. 


Thank a Keystone
(by Katy Duffield)

Ask students to choose a keystone animal. Then have them, either individually, or with the class, write thank-you note(s) from the creatures that are “helped.” For example, if an alligator is the chosen keystone animal, ask students which creatures alligators help. Then write thank-you notes from one or more of those animals. Include in the note HOW the creatures are helped. 

Using the alligator example, the note could say something like: 

Dear Alligator, 
Thank you so much for digging a gator hole! You don’t know how helpful it is to me and my family! It’s been extremely hot this year and it’s hard to find a place to cool off and get a drink. But your gator hole is the perfect spot! 

Sincerely, 

the Raccoon Family
Classroom Keystone Web
(by Katy Duffield)

Discuss how students can be classroom keystones by helping others throughout the day. 

Have each student choose a keystone name for themselves (Gator Greg, Shark Cherie, Wolf Walker, etc.). Write the names on small cards and ask students to draw a picture of themselves on the card. 

Arrange all the names around a bulletin board. When a student helps someone, the student chooses a piece of colored yarn (from the yarn chart below) and connects the yarn from their name to the name of the person helped. Before connecting the yarn, the student can say: “I helped (name) by (action).”

Yarn Chart: 

green yarn		Helping someone learn
blue yarn		Helping someone feel included
yellow yarn		Helping with a classroom job
purple yarn		Encouraging someone
orange yarn		Solving a problem together
red yarn		Showing kindness

Allow the connections to continue over a week (or even a month) so students can see how interconnected their classroom has become. 

Then at the end of the week (or month), you can ask questions such as:

*What do you notice about our Keystone Web?

*Which kind of helping happened most?

*Is there anything different we can do next week to make our connections even stronger? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Links to Additional Activities:

*How to Construct a Keystone Arch (from Teacher Toy Shop)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TidmG24D5PI

*Keystone Arch Template (from Rocklin Historical)
https://rocklinhistorical.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Build-your-own-Roman-arch.pdf



*Fun M&Ms Activity by Meghan O’Leary (from Oregon.gov)
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/SB13%20Curriculum/Grade%206%20Siletz%20Sea%20Otter%20Turn-Based%20Game.pdf


Other Helpful Video Links

The Discovery of Keystone Species Robert Paine video
Part One:
https://myarkansaspbs.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nat38-discovery-of-keystone-species-vid/the-serengeti-rules-media-gallery/

Robert Paine Part Two:
https://myarkansaspbs.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nat38-discovery-of-keystone-species-vid/the-serengeti-rules-media-gallery/

“Some Animals are More Equal Than Others” 
biointeractive
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hRGg5it5FMI

“Introduction to Keystone Species”
National Geographic
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/introduction-to-keystone-species/

“Exploring Keystone Species” Interactive Map
HHMI
https://media.hhmi.org/biointeractive/click/keystone/map.html
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